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Head and Neck Unit Summary

The Head and Neck Service at Chris O'Brien Lifehouse Comprehensive Cancer Centre is a group of leading
medical specialists whose primary aim is to provide the best possible personalized and evidence-based
multidisciplinary care for people affected by cancer of the head and neck.

Chris O’Brien Lifehouse Comprehensive Cancer Centre is best placed to achieve better outcomes for patients
with head and neck cancer because:

We are the busiest head and neck cancer service in NSW—more cases mean a concentration of
expertise, better outcomes, streamlined and efficient care ( see Graph below ).

We have a highly productive head and neck cancer research program incorporating both laboratory and
clinical surgical research.

We have the largest clinical fellow program for head and neck in Australia, demonstrating a dedication to
the education and training of head and neck surgeons.

We offer a holistic package of care that includes allied health services to support the head and neck
cancer patients.

We have been instrumental in setting up ‘ beyondfive.org.au’, Australia’s only dedicated head and neck
information website for patients, carers and health professionals.

We are a public and private partnership model under an independent, not for profit ownership—enabling a
nimble and responsive approach to patient care with the efficiencies and operational best practice of a
private hospital.

Annual average resections, by NSW public and private hospitals, head and
neck cancer, 2016-2017
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The Cancer Institute NSW’s Reporting for Better Cancer Outcomes monitors and reports on key areas of
cancer control, in order to continually improve treatment and outcomes across the NSW cancer health
system. The report reviews data and key performance indicators across local and primary health districts
and private hospitals.

The 2018 report demonstrates the variation in volume of complex head and neck surgery performed in
hospitals across the state, with Chris O’Brien Lifehouse conducting the highest volume by a significant
margin. This is shown in the graph, left, from the current Reporting for Better Cancer Outcomes report.
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